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RE: Conditions Pertdining
to Final Approval
of the Atlas Minerals
Mined l-and Reclamation
Oontract.
All Atlas Files

Dear I"1r. Blubaugh:

Rtrsuant to the Utah l"linea k":na Reclamation Act, fitle 40-8, Utah Code

Annotated, 1953, the Board of Oil, C'as and Mining on Octobex 28, 1982
concurred with-the Division staff to issue tentative approval for the Mi.ning
and Reclarnation Plans and approved tbe Oontract'form of surety. In accordance
'with Section 40-8-13 (A) of the Utah Ivlined Land Reclmation Act notice $ras

published for a thirty day public ccment-period corrmencing on Ncvember 19,
L982. Ib adverse corrments were received during that period. The Board
subsequently gave final approval to the Oontract form and apunt of surety on
Januaty 27, f983.

Due to the nature and extent of the review, tbe following condiEions have
been attached to the final Division approval. A written cornihent from Atlas
I{inerals satisfying these items should be forwarded to the Division along with
the signed and.sealed Reclarntion Contract.

1. A specific plan, or alternate set of plans, detailing and docr-urenting
tbe type of-method(s) proposed to permanently reclaim and seal
existing or proposed mine portals, adits, boreboles, vents and shafts
should be provided to the Division for review. The details for such
closures hive not been provided on any Atlas mine plans currently on
file. these plans are reguested in order to detemtine whether or not
compliance can be achieved with Section 40-8-12 (I), (b) and (c);
nule t"t-3 (2) (d) ; and Rule I"1-10 (2) (a) .

2. The Division agrees with the proposal outlined in Atlas I'{ineral's
letter of Januiry 2I, 1983 indicating Atlas' intention to permanently
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3.

reclaim the c-ane cteek Mine, ACI/0L9/007. However; the purpose of
providirg a demonstration site for reclemition technique3 his been
somewhat negated. Therefore the Division requests that additional
infornation be provided detailing Atlas Miner:al's reclamrgion efforts
and results of at least one minesite in Oolorado (as discussed
JaougxA 20, 1983 with Richard Blubaugfr). This Colorado sire should
exhibit conditions srmilar in nature to sites in Utah and essentially
be biologically and topographically equivalent. The information
sutmitted should_ include; percent ground cover of native vegetation,
sit-e maps, seed -bed preparation methods, seeding or plantirg
techniques, seed rates and amounts, application-of amendmenEs if
used, -topsoil data,_and precipitation-data, and time of seeding or
n-lanqing. An annual monitoring report on the progress and sucEess of
the reclamntion work, including at a minimum the Eotal percent
vegetativ-e_cover of the seeded species (over tine)'should be
submitted for a period of at least tbree years.

This request is essentially due to tbe Divisionrs gsnc€rn that Atlas'
ctroice of the Cane Cteek Mine has not taken into consideration the
need for-providing a subsEantial waste rock pile in order.to
adequately determine vegetative success staniard3 which could be
readily transferable to other Atlas minesites in Utah.

An ultinate reclariation cimihent regarding the removal of
irrigation pipe and associated pmping equiprent is necessary for the
wood Lease Mine, Acr/037 /02L. rn laaition,- submittal of watLr
analyses reports substantiating ccmpliance with state lbalth'
Deparhent standards (paraneters to include radioerement
measureilpnts) should be made to the Division for verification. rf
older analyses are unavailable, a new series of measurements should
be taken and submitted as well as a narrative describing the
formation source beds for this water.

A location map whic! includes present'surface structures, topograpbic
features, access and drainages, as mentioned in the Division^'s
December 8, 1982 letter should be srmbitted for the Happy Jack Mine,
ACt/037 /024.

An updated map including access
ACT/0L9/007 is requested per the
1982.

4.

5. to the Cane Creek Mine site,
Division's letter of December 8,

6. The^updatgq m?P requested in the Divisionrs letter of December 8,'
1982 should arso be providdd for rhe calriham sage Mine, Agt/$770n.
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7. The
is:

total estimated bond value for the twenty{ne aPProved mine plans

for 1983
for 1984
for 1985
for 1986

$941,9L7
$r,036,109
$L,L39,720
$L,253,69L

These figures include a l0% annual inflation factor incorporated into
tbem and should be confirmed by Atlas.

Ilpon the Division's receipt of the signed contract and written
confiimation of acceptance of-'the conditions, a sixQl day trqe period will go

into effect in which- Atlas must respond to the aforeroentioned seven itpnrs-
Up"" "*pletion 

of the Division's rlview of Atlas' response, the Division will
i-="u" fiiral approval to Atlas l'linerals for the twenty-one mines currently on
f ile.

As always, if You have anY
or Tcnn Tetting of mY staff.

qugstions please do not hesitate to contact me

JWS/TNT:ln

cc: Tcm Tetting, DO@{

Pam Grubaugh-Littig, D0Gt'1

James Holtcamp, Van 0ott, Bagley, Cornwall & McCarthy
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